
A
 youn

g couple, M
ary an

d
Joseph

, get en
gaged. 

K
ick off

 the m
onth w

ith
hot chocolate for everyone.

Take turns talking about your
favorite C

hristm
ases of the past.

O
n

e day, G
od sen

ds th
e an

gel,
G

abriel, to M
ary. G

abriel h
as

som
e very special n

ew
s! 

A
sk everyone to choose

som
eone, and w

rite a personalized
C

hristm
as card to them

. Put each card
in an envelope, address and stam

p
them

, and m
ail them

. 

M
ary is greatly troubled

w
h

en
 sh

e h
ears th

e an
gel’s greetin

g. 

D
ecorate your bedroom

 doors w
ith

w
rapping paper, and put up a sign

w
ith a C

hristm
as greeting.

G
abriel respon

ds
to M

ary, sayin
g:

“D
on’t be afraid.

G
od is very h

appy w
ith

 you!” 

Take a car ride or w
alk on foot

to see C
hristm

as lights and
decorations in your

neighborhood or com
m

unity.

G
abriel tells M

ary
th

e special n
ew

s:
Sh

e w
ill h

ave a baby boy, an
d

th
e baby w

ill be n
am

ed Jesus. 

C
lean out the toy bins,

closets, and draw
ers.

D
onate item

s to a local shelter
or thrift store. 

G
abriel sh

ares w
ith

 M
ary

m
ore details of G

od’s plan
:

“Jesus w
ill be great an

d
w

ill be called G
od’s very ow

n
 son

!” 

H
ave a fam

ily picnic
in front of the C

hristm
as tree.

M
ary doesn’t un

derstan
d

h
ow

 sh
e can

 h
ave a baby

w
ith

out bein
g m

arried, but th
e an

gel, 
G

abriel, assures h
er of a great truth

:
N

oth
in

g is im
possible w

ith
 G

od. 

R
ead a C

hristm
as book

or google a story online.
R

ead it aloud together.

“I serve G
od w

ith
 m

y life an
d w

an
t

all th
at you h

ave said to h
appen

,”
M

ary tells th
e an

gel, an
d h

e leaves. 

H
ide candy canes around your house.

H
ave a fam

ily candy cane hunt, and
 see w

ho can collect the m
ost. 

M
ary visits h

er cousin
, Elizabeth

,
an

d is so overw
h

elm
ed w

ith
 G

od’s
goodn

ess, sh
e sin

gs a son
g of praise. 

H
ave a gift w

rapping com
petition.

W
ho can w

rap the fastest? 

C
aesar A

ugustus w
an

ts to kn
ow

h
ow

 m
any people are in

 h
is em

pire,
so h

e tells all th
e people to go

back to th
eir h

om
etow

n
to be registered an

d coun
ted. 

G
oogle search C

hristm
as traditions

around the w
orld, and ask your fam

ily to
vote on a new

 tradition to adopt. 

Joseph
 brin

gs M
ary, w

h
o is pregn

an
t,

to h
is h

om
etow

n
 of B

eth
leh

em
to be coun

ted. 

G
ather your extra tow

els
and blankets, and w

ash and dry them
.

T
hen, as a fam

ily, go together to donate
them

 to an anim
al shelter. 

W
h

ile Joseph
 an

d M
ary are

in
 B

eth
leh

em
, th

e tim
e com

es
for th

e baby to be born
. 

E
at dinner together by candlelight

 or C
hristm

as lights.

M
ary gives birth

 to Jesus, w
raps

H
im

 in
 sw

addlin
g cloth

s, an
d lays

H
im

 in
 a m

an
ger because th

ere is
n

o room
 for th

em
 anyw

h
ere else. 

G
rab som

e stuff
ed anim

als
and tow

els or sm
all blankets. 

Search how
 to sw

addle a baby.
E

ncourage everyone to try sw
addling.

H
ave a contest to see w

hose is best!

A
t n

igh
t in

 a n
earby fi

eld,
sh

eph
erds are w

atch
in

g th
eir fl

ocks. 

B
undle up and go outside

after nightfall. Look at the stars—
those are the sam

e stars the shepherds
saw

 in the sky the night Jesus w
as born.

T
h

e sky ligh
ts up

—
G

od h
as sen

t an
 an

gel to th
e

sh
eph

erds to tell th
em

th
e good n

ew
s of Jesus’ birth

. 

A
sk everyone to sign a fam

ily
“T

hank You” card to your m
ail carrier.

Feel free to add a bottle of w
ater and

a $10 gift card for lunch! 

W
h

en
 th

e sh
eph

erds
see th

e an
gel, th

ey’re afraid! 

G
et those phones ready

and have a silly,
C

hristm
as-them

ed photoshoot. 

T
h

e an
gel tries to calm

th
e sh

eph
erds, sayin

g:
“D

on’t be afraid. I brin
g w

on
derful 

n
ew

s th
at w

ill brin
g joy 

to all of th
e w

orld!” 

C
reate a playlist using everyone’s
favorite C

hristm
as song. T

hen,
crank up the volum

e, press play,
and have a fam

ily dance party!

“A
 Savior, th

e R
escuer

you h
ave been

 w
aitin

g for,
is born

 today!” th
e an

gel proclaim
s

to th
e sh

eph
erds. 

G
rab blankets and popcorn,

and have a C
hristm

as m
ovie

m
arathon together.

T
h

e an
gel explain

s th
e sh

eph
erds

w
ill fi

n
d th

e Savior, a baby,
w

rapped in
 sw

addlin
g cloth

s
an

d lyin
g in

 a m
an

ger. 

T
he big day is alm

ost here! To prepare,
turn up the C

hristm
as m

usic, assign chores,
and clean the house from

 top to bottom
. 

M
ore an

gels com
e to celebrate

th
e good n

ew
s—

th
ey arrive

at th
e sh

eph
erd’s fi

eld
an

d begin
 praisin

g G
od! 

D
eclare today is R

ed and G
reen D

ay!
Tell everyone to dress in all red

and green—
even if it doesn’t m

atch!

T
h

e sh
eph

erds leave th
eir fl

ocks an
d

h
urry to fi

n
d M

ary, Joseph
, an

d
th

e baby, w
h

o is lyin
g in

 a m
an

ger. 

B
reak out the cookie cutters, and bake

C
hristm

as cookies together.

A
fter th

ey see th
e baby, th

e sh
eph

erds
excitedly go an

d tell th
e good n

ew
s

to everyon
e th

ey see! 

C
all or FaceT

im
e a fam

ily m
em

ber and
sing them

 a C
hristm

as carol.

T
h

e sh
eph

erds return
to th

eir fl
ocks, praisin

g G
od

for all th
ey h

ave seen
 an

d h
eard. 

E
njoy a fam

ily board gam
e night

in front of the C
hristm

as tree. 

M
ary n

am
es th

e baby Jesus,
just as th

e an
gel told h

er to do. 

C
hoose a scene from

the C
hristm

as story, assign roles,
and act it out.

G
od h

as sen
t Jesus to rescue us

because G
od loves us so very m

uch
! 

R
ead the story of Jesus’ birth 

from
 Luke 1:26–2:21.

R
em

em
ber the greatest gift of all—

the hope w
e have in our Savior, Jesus!

Advent 2020
G

ath
er aroun

d every day th
is m

on
th

to read th
e story of h

ow
 G

od sen
t joy to th

e w
orld 

w
ith

 th
e gift of H

is Son
, Jesus. W

h
ile you’re at it, 

spread som
e joy of your ow

n
 as a fam

ily!
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